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EID FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.10 pm]: I would 
like to inform the house about the Islamic Festival of Eid celebrations by the Western Australia Muslim 
community, which start this week. Eid-ul-Adha, or the festival of the sacrifice, is a significant celebration of the 
Muslim community, which marks the end of the Hajj—the pilgrimage to Mecca. It is a time for Muslims to 
commemorate the act of sacrifice, or giving up, and a reminder that life is sacred. Eid festivals have been 
celebrated in Western Australia since 1896 and are now an important part of our cultural calendar, drawing 
thousands of participants from across the community. At Eid events across the state, the Muslim community will 
celebrate this major festival and welcome participation of Australians of all religions and cultural backgrounds to 
advance understanding between cultures and contribute to building a harmonious society. This year, the state 
government, via the Office of Multicultural Interests, is supporting a number of Eid celebrations organised by 
the Islamic Centre of Western Australia, the Australian Arab Association, the Muslim Social and 
Sports Association (WA), Pakistanis in Australia and the Islamic Council of Western Australia. In addition, 
Eid prayers are being held at more than 18 different locations around Perth on Thursday 24 September. 

The Muslim community has played an important role in the history of Western Australia. It is well known that in 
the 1800s, with the discovery of gold, Afghan and Punjabi cameleers helped open up the state by providing 
camel trains for transport in Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie and in coastal port towns such as Albany, Fremantle, 
Geraldton and Port Hedland. It is perhaps not so well known that they started planning the construction of the 
Perth Mosque in William Street, Northbridge, which opened its doors in 1906. This heritage-listed building is, in 
fact, the second oldest purpose-built mosque in Australia. 

After World War II, and particularly in the 1960s and 1970s, more Muslims began migrating to Australia. They 
came from many countries, including Malaysia, Turkey, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
South Africa, Iran and Burma. Muslims from Sudan, Iraq, Albania, Bosnia and Somalia started arriving in the 
mid-1990s. These migrants have taken their place in our community as business owners, academics, doctors, 
engineers, teachers and police officers and many other professions. They contribute greatly to the social, cultural 
and economic development of this state. Today, more than 39 000 Muslims live in Western Australia, almost 
one-third of whom were born in Australia. Furthermore, the state is home to more than 20 mosques and prayer 
halls and four Islamic schools and colleges. On behalf of the state government, I take this opportunity to wish all 
Muslims, Eid Mubarak—a happy Eid. 
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